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63-65 Green Street 

Demolition ï October 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:  63-65 Green Street  

Applicant:  WC Green 63, LLC  

Building Type:  House and Detached Garage 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 

 
      
 

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
In 1920, 63-65 Green Street was constructed as a two family dwelling. A triplet of 67-69 and 71-73 Green Street, Herbert 

Mode built the trio at the same time, after land formerly belonging to the trust of Samuel Williston was subdivided into 

five new parcels in 1920. The other two addresses, 55 and 59 Green Street, were constructed soon after the subdivision, 

but were built and designed by others. 63-65, 67-69 and 71-73 were all designed by the architectural firm Mowll and 

Rand. William Mowll was a former instructor and associate professor of architecture at Harvard, and went into 

partnership with Roger Rand in1919. The partners remained in practice until 1941, and while they designed a number of 

residential properties in the Boston area, they were best well known for their theaters. Designs include the Central Square 

Theater in Cambridge, and the Capitol Theater in Allston. The rear detached garage was permitted less than a month after 

the dwelling, and shares the same builder and designer. The original owner of the property was Augustus Kaufman, an 

attorney, who resided in one of the units with his wife Sadie and son. Mrs. Kaufman continued to own and live in the 

property until her death in 1994. At that time the property was transferred to her granddaughters, Joan and Laura 

Kaufman, who retained ownership until this year. The continuous original ownership of the property is most likely an 

immense reason many original elements remain.  

 

The two story brick dwelling features a stucco veneer, and a hip slate roof. A small shed dormer projects from the center 

of the front and rear facades. The slate roof is matched on the extended front and side wood and glass entry vestibules and 

all rooflines are embellished with continuous decorative brackets. Additionally, the entries include decorative pilasters, 

which were mimicked between the original two garage bay openings. Original wood double hung windows, with storms, 

appear on all elevations, and the windows on the main façade are flanked by wood shutters with decorative cutouts. 

 

The detached rear garage was designed with two bays to match the dwelling, and features a parapet cornice which was 

popular at the time to create a more interesting architectural roofline. In 1924, the two car garage was extended on its left 

side to include an additional bay which echoed the original design; interestingly the addition was purposely constructed 1ô 

longer in the rear than the original garage.    
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The house and garage at 63-65 Green Street meet the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

c.  The buildings are associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d.  The buildings are historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

 

 

Aerial view of 63-65 Green Street looking north. 

 
Aerial view of 63-65 Green Street, looking east. 
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Aerial view of 63-65 Green Street, looking south. 

 

Aerial view of 63-65 Green Street, looking west 
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Photograph of the façade and left side elevation of 63-65 Green Street 
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Photograph of the left side elevation and façade of the rear garage 


